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442D REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM
APO #46l,, U. S, ARMY

Date__sh_uay_m_-—---—

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award.

TO s Commarding C'ficer, W23 Regivental Codbat Team.

1, Under the provisions o domy Regulations 600-45. as amended, it is

ic LAy L5 b 151
recommended that \P.ame)_"__m“m"_Ym__w(.‘.w‘l ')..Sgt ( ’\“31“"‘-—39094139—’
(orgn)_-cquap':qp_nq;_! s 4423 Regimental Compbat Team, Irfantry.: be awarded
vie (Name of Medal) Silver Star for gallgntgy in action o

2, Detailed description of action. «(Be specific. ©io nct use general
statements, Use reverse side for continuation cof description. Use ink or

type.) -

P/ om the 5th of April 1945, the squad in which Sgt, then
Pfb, Yamasaki was a member was one of several assigned to attack
and destrey the concentric, interlocking ring of snipers and M.G.
positions which eneircled and defended the dominating peak of
Mt, Fragolita., Sgt. Yamasakl's squad was to aseault the positions
from the front, perhaps the most difficult assigmment inasmuch
as the enemy on the other ranges of mountains could observe and
report the movements of the squad over the then extént telephonic
communication system which bound 211l the mountains together into
a common defense position, In addition, the infiltration of snipers
was an added menace, Severgl men had already been killed and
wounded by their fire,

From the beginning of the attack, Sgt., Yamasaki placed
himself at the lead of the squad, Shortly after they crawled
over the ridge and into the slope to get into position to strike
the enemy, they were @etected by the enerny and became a target
for groups of mortar shells., One shell,landing near Sgt, Yamasakil
tore the helmet from his head and severely shook him up, But
after a few moments he continued to erewl forward, As the squad
neaved toward the sparse brush which fringed the bottom of the

T oliff, they were fired upon by a sniper, The members of the squad

" rhmning, gained the bottom of the eliff, but the fire fallowed them,

& §gt, Yamasaki, who was in the lead and was already climbing up the

= #pugh face of rock, finally located the smiper, Getting into

Fposition on an outeropping of rock, he aimed af the smiper who

- parently was umeconscious of the Sgts, position, But before

>8gt, Yamasaki could fire, & machine pistol from amother position,

S @gpened fire upon him, The burst chipped@ the roek on which he wgs
eeling. But the Sgt, momentarily ignored the fire, He took

- careful aim axd fired, 'Cm eniper: who.hid been concealed from
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the squad, came 1 'ling down the e¢liff,

. The machine pist&flfired again, but Sgt. Yamaeaki had jumped

off the ledge, falling about ten yards down the eliff, When he
had rodled beghind a projecting rock, he si gnalled to the squad
that he had seen another gositian of the enemy.¥ The squad leader
decided to detour arownd position, but because of the firing,
the squad was detected and the M.G. Opened fire upon them, Sgte
Yamasaki erawled within forty yards of the gun and opened fire
upon them, Because of the torturous angles of the ¢liff, they
could not bring their gun to bear upon him, but since they were
almost above him, they began to drop glnnaaea down upon the area
in which he wag concealed, Sgt. Yamasaki had begun crawling up
the ¢liff, however, and the grenades exploded below him, The
gquad , in the meantime, had located the position and laid fire
upon i% The enemy group ducked down, but continued to drop the
grenades, Yamasaki reached a point about ten yards below the
nest of the enemy, Hanging onto the ¢liff with one hand , holding
his rifle between his legs, he tossed a grenade up into the
position, Imoving that 1f fne geenade were o roll back, he would
be killed,

Immediately after the grenade went off, Sgt. Yamasakl,
scrambled up into the nest, The men in the squad saw five men
go running along a narrow trail that led aroumnd the corner of
the cliff, And they saw Sgt. Yamasalki snap off a shot that knocked
one of the enemy off the 21iff,

His grenade had killed one of the enemy and caused the rest
of them teo flee, perhaps wounded,.

As a result the squaid was able t0 continue their advance and
.participate in the clearing the area bout the sumnit of Pragolita.

¥ In the meantime, the BAR man of the squad had forced the =@ .
sniper to displace.
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Extremely mountainouw
Good "and coéplete ”

3. a.. Character of CRI®Bin: Afternoom
b, Hostile observation: ¥00U . _Panatical -
c. Visibility: J0ne Timc o. day:

e —. o 4 — S——— . AT ST

d., llorale of our troops: ooy IV chﬁﬂiu¢3ﬁ}zﬁgG__ ;_._J!I.,;;E?..‘,w&tﬁii‘le
e. Casualties systaiped: 3 enemy single-ligndedl;
5 Ry Weler b A aratets 0 i

il Effecés)og results of deed in cuestion: At

4. I (have) (have not) personal knowledge of the action described.
(Cross out inapplicable word or words.) If initiating officer has no personal
knowledge of action, inclose at least two statements of enlisted men sworn to

in the presence of an officer; or certificates of of ficdt®Ce -
Cos Lisy 442nd Inf. RCT S

5. a. Rank apd organizati t_tire of incident: =
ank apd ST EROHE 1ol tpl > Of R LR
be Rank and organization at present times ;

~ .

o - - 3

6. ‘The entire sub ice irdividual recommended has been
cotize subseageRerdin P, B AT, SR M S ol

honorable, o o
i " Previous awards: YAMASAKI, TED T St
39094155 O et £ . , :
€. Proposed Citation: - (Name) 3’%@ # %,(Raﬂk) d..:
(ASN)_ o oo oo, Infentry, (Compény) = , 4h2d Regimenta.’ - _-

on ( Date ) 5 April 1945 (Location) Mt, Fragolita, Ttaly

Brief Summary of incident: Sgt., then Pfc., Yamasaki, led his ; .
squad to assault enemy positions around an enemy s?rongp01nt, k%ll ing
a sniper who had pinned down the squad, while he himself was being
fired upon by a machine pistol. Tocating a machine gun, with the
utmost eourage, he crawled up the cliff through enemy grenades to
destroy the position with a grenade, killing one of the crew, and
shooting one more as the crew fled, His conspicuous gallantry in
aection is in the highest tradition of the United States Army and

is fully deserving of recognition.

p >~ V- 2 ana
sered mili ";;yDb $& from (City) ' Colorado (State) —others
Home town: h(t%ity%’ﬂ K. YM‘SAS 4 (StaBaye __ .25AZ :5¢-h-°§§ r;.fled
Next of kin: ; p il .
(Neme)  Demver . - “(Relationship)  ColoralStrect
Address) . City) ¢ (Stote)

Name DAVID GOLDSTEIN 3
(Initiating Officer)
2nd Lt., Inf,

Pad Plin.n Co., 442 RCT

Rank

Cmdg or Official Designation
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Ind. 4 . ;

COMPANY I, R T | BN, 442D RCT, APO #6k, U.S. ABG, _51_7}2;45_____
S D Ry A (Daze)
T0: Commanding Officer 34 Battalion, 442d Regimental Combat Team.

Approved.

GEVE DY HARE
ez e e
: apts —Infs,
Y, SRR Ind./o-Pnd.
HEADOUARTERS BATTALION, L42D RCT, APO /465 WRBRIIHE

“(Date)
T0: Commanding Officer, 4424 Regimental Combat Team,
Approved,
: Ind.
HEADQUARTERS 442D REGIMINTAL COMBAT TmAl, AFO #bl, U.S. ARMY, ] .
' (Date

TO: Commanding General, 92d Infantry Division,
APO 7792, U,.S. Army.

Approved./:a&%Xd/U ce Sran. 4
T T T e R

Colonel, Infantry,
" Commanding.
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