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(Company)
L4,2D RECIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM
APO. #46/;, U, S. ARMY.

Date__ 27 May 1945 st

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award.

O : Commanding Officer, 442d Regimental Corbat Team.
le Under the prcvisions of Army Regulations 600-45, as amended, il :=

recommended that (Name)Mitsuru Takahashi (Rank) Pvte (ASN) 39927787 ,

(Orgn)_Company "I , 4423 Regimental Combat Team, Infantry, be awarded

the (Name of Medal)_Silver Star for Gallantry in Action

2. Detailed description of action.. (Be specific. Do not use-general
statements, Use reverse side for continuation of description. Use ink or

type.)
b On 6 April 1945, after the capture of Mt, Folgorito, Italy
Company "I" was ordered to advance along a mountain ridge to contac%
the 100th Btn., which was fighting up along the bases of the ridges
leading to Mt. Cerrata. In order to reach Mt, Cerrata from "L"
company's positions about Mt, Folgorito, it was necessary to cross
an open saddle about 800 yards in length., Although it was known
that Mt, Cerrata was occupied by about a company of enemy troops
oceouppying prepared positions which commanded the lower ground of
the saddle, a mist so obscured the area that it seemed possible to
succeesfully infiltrate upon and seize the enemy positions, However,
when the Bn. S-3 lead a small recon, patrol out into the area,
despite the mist, they were detected and fired upon before they had
moved 200 yards from the company, the Bn, 8-3 being killed, However
it was decided to make the attack, despite the fact of the enemy
being alerted in this quarter,

The company had moved out some 400 yards overunning the
enemy outpost as it was attempting to displace back, when the mist
was suddenly blown completely away, giving the enemy complete
observation of the movements of our troops, Immediately, heavy
machine gun fire from several positions swept the saddle, pinning
the company down. After a few moments, a white phosphorus shell
landed on the edge of the saddle, indicating that the ememy had
called for and was recieving artillery support, Creeping direectly
forward under the fire of the M.G.'s , Pvt, Takahashi reached a
position where he could fire upon one of the positions, Using two
magazines, he killed the gunner and caused tle others to flee,
leaving the weapon behind, This, in connect®dn with the actions
of another man who had neutralized one of the M.G.'s on the flank,
caused t a{g@ﬁmgggm; eny defense in this sector to collapse,
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Mt, Serrata in clon¥ combat, ultimately captu¥ing the mountain .
and paving the way for the contact with the 100th Ba, :
On 20 April 1945, in the vieinity of Teandola, Italy, the 2nd

Platoon of "L Company was ordered to assist a "X Company platodn

which had run into stiff enemy resistance, From "K" Company CP,
the "L" gompany force had advanced sbout 700 yards over mountainous
terrain, frequently on the forward slope, when an enemy ambush
caught the leading squad, of which Pvl, Takahashi was a member,
Cutting between the squad and the rest of the platoon, the enemy
surrounded the squad and sought to wipe it out, The rest of the
platoon which was unl er heavy machine gun fire from concealed
MeGe's, withdrew momentarily to reofanize. The enemy ambush force,
then concentrated tleir efforts om the cut-off squad whieh had

not had time to find adequate defensive positi ons, Since, Pvt.
Takahashi possessed the only automatic weapon in the squaa. other
than the Thompson sub-machine gun of the squad leader, the enemy
concentrated their fire upon him, He expended several magagzines,
succeeding in holding them down. But fina he was struek in the
chest by a rifle slugs When the en saw eollapse over his
BAR they began to crawl forward rapidly., But Pvt, Takahashi menaged
to 1ift his BAR and empty his magazine at them., Because of his
weakness, his fire was inaccurate, but it was sufficient to cause
the en to abandon their rush, A few moments later when he was

reached a comrade who had crept to him thr the mortar fire with

which the enemy now sought to dispose of the pa rol, although he
was eoughing blood and was extremely weak, unable to 1lift hig
weapon, he was attempting to change magazines, Only unconsciousness
due to the extreme loss of blood and shock prevented him from
succeeding, : = i ‘

He was succeesfully evacuated, and a .short while later, despite
the mortar fire, elements of the rest of the platoon caused the
enemy group to withdraw, -
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«On 6 April 1945 when his platoon was pimned down by an enemy
MeGey advanced despite the fire and knocked out the position,
On 20 April 1945, near Tendola, Italy, during an ambush, he
defeated an enenmy attempt to zwimmit flank his platoon, continuing
to hold off the enemy,although wounded in the chest , until
loss of blood renderecd him unconscious, Pfe, Takshashi's
heroism is in the finest traditions of the United States Army
and is deserving of récognition.
sne g (Sta

FNTSTEU MYTTTAYY Service’ rrom (City ) o* 1
Home town: (City) “Sa W
Next of kin: 5 1 5

(Re_LaIt}'r’fﬁsT‘.ip) ? (Street)

a8 g e ey . > 2
27458 (Address) il (City)% 7@)
: : Name /M ﬂ ﬂ” gt A

(Initiating Officer)
NE D, HARRISON
Inf,

Commanding

te )

2]

-

ok iz
L3

e eall .
C.."3wﬂ}€1ﬁ§‘§;ﬂﬁ, PR
n rem

lu’i,‘i‘ aunthior:iv

Cmdg "or Official Designation

=
RQ Entry Box Stack Row Comp Shelf Folder PEMRMINLD £0 BE AN
Go 7 Jo3z #28 270 zl/ y 29 25 7 ADMINISTRATLIVE MARKIAG

0 2068, Seqtion 8-10%3 -
/ o} 22065 n»} ? O \(’\- /\g
By_ W ______NARE, Date_YAVAN..




’/s‘ﬁ an;.zo/-°*ea '...Wﬂ ‘q
ny‘r &14 rorrane gad
. _—lst “'{;qd_l . o
COVPANY  wpw . Zpd, PN, bh2d ROT, APO # LGk, U.S. ARMY; ®
(D?tai
T0: Commanding Officar, d Battcolion, 4h2d RGflﬂunt”l Comxa+ Toam, -
Approved. //////
.::-'ﬁE De w-\n:iI ON
Q_Q:";*o Tl Inf
; Commanding
2nd ¢n?‘;_a P S S
HEADTUART: “S__m_ ﬁ/\L'LO\T 442D RUT, APO 5 L4k, U.S, Ay, 16 July 1945

(Date)
TO: Lommaxdﬂng Officer, #4424 Rog lﬁ“ﬂtcl Combat Toam.

Approved,

/4, ;r% :/" ' cfw
e Malore Infantry. o
C qmma.nding

Z Ind.
HEADOUARTERS 442D REGINGHNTAL COu:A" 14K, APO f#46h, U.B. AR, 2 [’K‘—q M

TO: Commanding General, 5th Army,
APOC #16L, U, S. ARYY
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