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COMPANY "L*"
(C ~mpany)
442D REGIL. JTAL COMBAT TEAM
APO #46k, U. S. ARMY

Date <7 May 1945

SUBJFCT: ERecommendation "or Award,
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TO ¢ Commanding Cificer, 123 Regimental Combat Tean.
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ls Undar the provisions ol somy Re

ulations 600-45. as amendad, It 1is

(Faar) PLE@  (45N) 30103443 |
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recommend-d tha* (Vame) Rihachi R. Nagata

" - T : : =
(Orgn)___agmpgnz L* . 1,23 Pegimental Combat Team, Trfantry, be swarded

the (Name of Medal) _ Bronze Star for heroic achievement in action
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2. Detailed description cf action. (Be specificz. 1o not use gensral
i;ater;ents. Use reverse side for continuation of description, Use ink cr "
P

on 6 April 1945, in the wvieinity of Mt. Cerrata, Italy, Pfc Nagata
was a member of the attacking 2nd platoon of "L" Company which was
attempting to selze a sloga dominating the saddle econnecting Mt, Fol-
gorito and Mt, Cerrata, hrough a mist the group had been able t0O
advance to within 500 yeards of the line of enemy defenses, But with
the sudden 1lifting of the mist, they were pinned down by the fire of
several enemy machine guns firing from the front and from the flanks,
After a few moments in which the platoon and the supporting platoons
of the campany, were unable to do anything, a white phosphorus shell
fell upon the edge of the plateau, indic:ting that the defending enemy h
had called for and was receiving art illery support. Pfc Nagata, through
his previous experience in combat knew that the white phosphorus shell
would be followed by high explosive as soon as the enemy realized that
they had zeroed in on the area; on his own initiative he begean crawling
forward under the sweeping fire of the machine guns on the flank. Com=
ing to within 50 yards of one nest, he fired several rifle grenades,
killing one of the enemy and ceusing two more to surrender. #ith his
removel of this 1link in the enemy system of defensive cross fires, the
platoon was able to move around and force the withdrawl of the remain-
ing machine guns.
s On 20 April 1945 in the vieinity of Tendola, Italy, when the BAR
#an of the squad to which Pfe Nagate is attached, was wounded, Pfc Na-
ggta abandoned his covered position to creep through the fire of snipe
o the man's aid, The sniper had clear vision of Pfc Nagata as he
erawled over the open ground for bullets tore through the raincoat
< =which he was carrying on his belt., But in spite of this, Pfec Nagata
= as more concerned with the life of his wounded comrade then with his

juoginE isa

>
%i thgé.welfare, and continued to crawl, Upon reac ing theman, he dragge

n to safety, still under the fire of the snipers,
U N Theman had begun to cougzh blood and due to the extreme pain of
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the wound, which was through the chest, could osarcely move, When,

a f ew moments later, the enemy began to subject the area to mortar
fire, Pfc Nagata, knowing that theman needed expert medical attention
at once, carried the man several hundred yards to a place where an
‘aid man could safely treat and evacuate him., As consequence, the
wound which involved the man's lung, did not prove fatal.
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DR . Character of terrain; Mountainous &

a
b. Hostile observation: Good

¢, Visibility Good Time of Day: Later af ternoon

d. Morale of our troops: Good Of the enemy Good

e. Casualties sustained: L WIA, 1 KIA

f. Character of enemy fire: Heavy mortar and small arms Tire

G. Effects or results of deed 1n question: Killing one and captur-

two of the enemy , saving comrades life

4o I (have)(hxxemak)personal knowledge of the sction described.
(Cposs out inapplicable word or words.) If intiating officer hes no
personal knowledge of actionl 11clow, at leest two state mcnts of en-
listed men sworn to in tHe “preseneé Of ad. dfficer or certificates of
officer:

5. a. Rank and organizati at time of incident IR
Company L, 442nd Infantry Regiment
b. Rank and organization at present time: o o 0%

Company L, 442nd Infantry Regiment

6. The entire subsequent servide of bLhe individuel recommended
has been honorable.

7. Previous awards: None

&, Proposed Citation: (Name) Rihachi R. Nrgata (Rank) Pfec
(ASNT¥ 30103443 , Infantry, (Compuny) 1L L4234 Regimental
Combet Team, for Beroic V¢u¢;vc¢ua, in action

(to be filled by Regtl Hqs)
On(Date) 6 and 20 April 1945(Location) Vicinity of Mt. Cerrata
Brief summary o: lﬁbTQGQu. :
atoon's advance ,ss held up,

crawled P
vfilﬂhifl 50 ‘Hfrd, of the enemy and fired fle
ralizing uhc position, enabling to resume its
eeks latar, while giving [flank to his with-

he exposed himself Lo morial to go

wounded comj ,ﬂlOd.
"‘ulJ_u.Jl‘L devotion to a

in the finest traditions of the U.S.
tion
Entered M111L r’ service from (City)
Home town: ) Hilo Héw&ii 7 ¥ .
Next of Zin: Mika Nagata : NMother S
% (Relationship) (Street)
109 Meaunoloa Street 3 Hilo P T,H
(Ad 5 ) (City)
Name
(Initiating Officer)
Rank

Cmdg . or Ufficer Designation
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