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I —~ AWARD, POSTHUMOUS, OF THE DISTINGUISHID SAZRVICE CROSS. By direection of the
President, under the provisions of army Regulations 600-45, 22 September 1943, as
amended, the Distinguished Service Cross is awarded, posthumously, by the Army
Group Commander to the following named individuals:

NASANAO OTAKE, 0-1703069, Second Lieutenant, Company "C", 4% Battalion,
*¥% Infantry Regiment, for extraordinary heroism in action on 17 October 1944, in
the vicinity of Bruyeres, France. In the 3% Battalion's attack on Hill 578, it
became necessary to send some riflemen to an isolated farmhouse, situated on flat
open ground, to secure the battalion's left flank. Lieutsnant Otake, who was
assigned the task of leading a squad of eight men to capture the enemy occupied
farmhouse, dashed out toward the building, running through a hundred yards of open
field raked by machine gun and small arms fire. Inspired by his example, his men
immediately followed, and after a brief fire-fight succeeded in capturing the farm-—
house. Observing that Liscutenant Otake and his men were in a wvulnerable position,
an enemy platoon launched a determined counter-attack against the farmhouse. Though
greatly outnumbered, Lieutenant Otake urged his men to hold their hard earned posi-
tion, and while gallantly resisting the enemy assault he was mortally wounded by
several machine pistol bullets and died a short while later. By complete disregard
for his personal safety, gallant leadership and determination of purpose, Lisutenant
Otake exemplified the finest traditions of the United States Army. Next of kin:
Mrs. Kikuno Otake (Mother), Lahaina, liaui, Territory of Hawaii.

REYNOLD J. KII'G, 32211556, Technician Fourth Grade, Fourth Company, First
Regiment, %% Special Service Force, for extraordinary heroism in action near Fort
iminence, Ile de Port Cros, France, on the morning of 15 Jugust 1944. Repulsed by
devastating machine gun and mortar fire in its assault on the strongly defended
Fort EBminence, Sergeant King's company was momentarily disorganized. Rallying the
men of his light machine g¢un squad, Sergeant King, upon his own initiative moved
them to a flank position whers fire could be brought to bear on the determined
enemy. In crawling well forward to an exposed position to get better observation
and to determine the effect of his squad's machine zun fire on the enemy, he succeed-
ed at the same time, with deadly rifle flru, in silencing an enemy machine gun.

When his company was directed to withdraw, Sergeant King ordered his squad to remain
in position and dirscted the covering fire for its movement to new positions. The
withdrawal of the company completed, he continued to remain in place while he protec—
ted, in turn, the withdrawal of his squad, and while thus engaged he was killed by

an enemy sniper. The actions of Sergeant King throughout the engagement were above
and-beyond the normal call of duty and are in keeping with the highest traditions

of the United States Army, Next of Kin: Wr. Olen King (Father) nural Free Delivery
Number 5, Ithaca, New Yorkes
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II —— AWARD OF T DISTINGUISHID SIRVICEZ CROSS. By direction of the President,
.Junder the provisions of" Army kegulations 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended,
- the Distinguished Service Cross is awarded by the army Group Commander to the

following named 1ndiv1duals.

: zmuuﬁiwu uImMﬁR, 0-1105949, First Lieutenant, CZ, Company “C", % Engineer
- Regiment (C), for extraordinary heroism in action near Olivetta, France, on the
night of 7-8 lNovember 1944. In charge 'of a rescue party to locate four mine casu-
alties of a lost patrol, Lieutenant Zimmer penetrated deep into heavily mined
+ enemy territory, .made doubly hazardous by cleverly concealed booby traps. Des-—
pite audible calls for help from the casualties, their location was very difficult
to determine because of the mountdln ‘masses. . Forced t0 return to the Regimental
. command post after locating and evacuatlng one of the wounde Lieutenant Zimmer
organized amnother patrol ‘and set out again. Precedlng his men and clearing the
mines and- booby traps from their path with his bare hands, Lieutenant Zimmer estab-
lished voice contact with the remaining casualties, until a definite direction
was established' While thus engaged the rescue party was overhsard by the eneuy,
resulting in fire concentrations of artillery into the area. Despite this added
- hazard Lieutenant Zirmer continued fo maintain voice contact until the remain-
ing casualties were located, the nearby mines removed, and the evacuation accom-
plished. By his: outstauulng courage and h1ghly skilled hendling of an excseding-
ly hazardous mission, Lieutenant ZJimmer reflects great credit upon himself end the
«+ United States ery. ?ntered the' arV1ce from West Pcint, Mississippi. :

G OQG4 W. HLCKARD, 38098690, Staff snrgeant neadqugrtars Company, Thlrd
Battalion, Mk Parachute Infantry. Far extraordlnary heroism in action during
the period 15 Lugust to 21 fugust 1944. Injured in a parachute jump near Fayence,
France, and ssparated from his unit, Sergeant Heckard assisted in the establish~
ment' of a small hospital for other members. of his battelion. On 17 August, dis-
regarding his injury, he joinad a patrol consisting of an 0SS officer and ‘seversl
French: partisans,  While thus engrged hé observed a column of Germans en route to
the La Rochs garrison near Fayence. lloving off the road, he with-held fire until
the column reached & point 30 yards from his position, and then openesd fire with a
British Sten gun,; killing approximotely twenty of the group. Later that'evening,
Gergeant Heckawd volunteersd to accompany the /msrican officer on the dangerous
mission of negotiating the surrender of the German garrison. This was effected on
19 Septembar while the village was under heavy asrtillsry fire, and resulted in
~the ceapitulation of 174 prisoners, 15 machine .guns, two 20-millimeter guns and
- 475 rifles. Later thet day, while attempting to rejoin his unit with two of his
.companions, they were firsd upon b" an ensmy lxchine gun concealed in & house by
the side of the road. Disregarding ths bullets hitiing the. ground sll around him,
. ..oergeant Heckard charged across zn open field and thrsw a hand- grennde into the
. . house through ~ window, killing thres Germeng ¢nd resulting in: the c"pture of
- fourtgen others. untor°d tha SQrvice Irom.N rlon, Indianae -

. n
.

; S HTELE ORD 08 LND?RSO ; 19387083 >trff 52 rgeﬁnt Corp“ny "C“ 333 Parrchute
Infsntry, for extraordin’ ry heroisr in sétion on 18 June 1944, ncer Grosetto, It=ly.
In exscuting sn esttrck on strongly fortified enemy positions, Sergeant ..nderson's
- compeny found itself deploysd by platoons slong the military crest of a ridge, &nd
reCu1v1ng hesivy small =rms and mortar fire from the foot of the hill. Accompanied
bv Priyrte, Sergesnt sndorson voluntarily moved forward into gnemy rssistancs

» mundred ywrds ahend of his plrtoon, crvtursd five Germans who were part of &
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morter crew, silenced a mochine gun, #nd refurnzd to the lines with the prisoners.

Though ‘momentarily pinned down by machine gun fire, Sorgesnt Andsrson ond his com-

~nion moved into eneuy  territory sgein snd once more returnad with & group of
prisongrs. Sergzant Lnderson then proceeded to the ::achine gun he hsd préviously
silenced ~nd opened firxe . on a group of the cnemy, killing Six, . wounding four ~nd X
silencing snother nactive mechinz gun. Joining forces with the Privete once more,
~zrgesnt inderson ~grin.crawlad-to the énemy lincs, ~nd withdrew with four more

priseners when friendly artillery fire medc his position untensble. By his ‘courcge—
ous. ~ct8 Loergennt Lnderson mrde possible the cepture of ninoteen Gsrmen prisonsrs,
ths killing #nd wounding of ten mors, snd actzd as an inspirotion to 2ll those with
whom he served. dJIntered service from San Francisco, Celifornie.

NOLiN L. POWELL, 32835212, Private First Clzss, Coripeny "OV,¥38¢ Parschutc In—
antry,for extrrordincry horoign in action on 18 Junc 1944 nsar Grosctto,Itrly. In
2xecuting en attack on strongly fortificd encemy positionsg, Privetec Powell's company
ound itsclf deployed by platoons slong the military crest of a ridge, =nd roceiv-
ing heavy smell arms and mortar fire from the foot of the hill. - Privote Powell,
sccompanied by a Sergesnt, volunt:rily moved forwnrd into cncmy resistence two hun—
dred yardsehsud of his platoon, captursd five Germrns who were part: of & morter crow,
silenced = machine gun, and returnsd to the lincs with the prisoners. Though
momentarily pinned down by machince gun fire, Privete Powsll and the Sergaant moved
into encmy torritory cgein end, on nsesring the linss, ordered the cnemy to surrender.
Ten prisoders cqms out of the brush and werc teksn to the .moricen lines. Once
more Private Powsll 2nd the Serg:ant psnetratsd the enemy linass, withdrawing when
friendly rtillery fire mnde their positions untensble, with oan additional four
prisoners. By his coursgeous acts, Privetc Powell mode possible the copturs of
nineteen Germsn prisoncrs, th: killing and wounding of ton more, rsnd acted rs on
inspiration to 211 thos¢ with whom he scrved. dntersd service from RochzstazT,

Now York.
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IIT —- A0LRD OF THE SILVAR ST.R. By dirsction of tue President, under the pro-
visions of lrmy Hegulations 600-45, 22 Septembzr 1943, as zmended, the Silver Star
is nwarded by the Army CGroup Commeander to ths following nrmed individusls:

RoIPHE W. BECKET, Licutcenant Colonel, Canadian iLrmy, #6¢ Speeiml Scrvice
Forece, for gesllentry in action nser Cestillon, Ffrrnce, on 4 Septomber 1944.
Lisutenant Colonzl Backet, without regard for his pzrsonal saufety,drove deep into
snery held tarritory, over mined rords, to sescure necessary intslligence for
operetions of the unit undsr his comm~nd. /cting upon informetion thus obtainzd,
he lad his troops in & boldly devised and vigorously sxacutcd plsn of =ttrck which
quickly oveorcome enemy resistance and rosulted in the copturs of uount Ours, a
torrain feeture of criticcl importrnce to the advanee of friendly troops. The
cournge end ~2ggrossivensss shown by Colonel Becket in pursonslly reconnoitsring
cnemy dispositions, and his ability-to quickly exploit knowlzdge thus obt:ained,
reflects grext credit upon himself and is in kecping with the high stzndards of
the [.1lied forcus, ZInterad the serviee from Charlottetown, Prince Ldward Islend,
Cenede.

D/VID V. leHII, 0-438674, First Lisutensnt, C-v., Battcry "C", %% Ficld
4r$illsry Bettalion (Pack), for gullantry in sction on 5 Novambor 1944, in the
vicinity of lioulinct, Francz., When an animel in his wire laying det~il discherged
& Teller mine »nd seriously injurcd threc of his men, Lisutensnt M-han promptly
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g ve thom first nid. Without reg-rd for his own safety he personslly undsrtook the
rerovael of. most of the mincs from the arsa through which the woundsd men hrd to
bz evaéurteg and, whils thus engngad, wnas himszlf wounded by ~n exploding minz.
Disrégrrdiﬁg his wounds rnd using sn improviscd stratcher, he offsctod the evACu—
ftion of th: men from thz mined ~res until - sacond cxplosion blew off his right
footifnd furthsr wounded him. Rofusing hslp from the othors for faor of hrving
thom set off moru,miuds, Licutenent dMohen tendad to hizself and crewlad thirty
vords until elénr of the infested ¢rows Intercd the scrvies from W:tsrford,
Fennsylvenic.

KOIGHI K. SIKIMURL, 30103033, Privets First Clrss, Comprny "C", %% Brttalion,

# Inlrntry Rsgiment, for g71llsntry in rction on 22 ‘Octobur 1944, in thz town of
Biffontainy, Francs.. When his pl-toon, sugnged in fierce houss-to-houss fighting,
wrs deniod »dvencormont by the cenery in » building well dofended with sutomstic
werpons : nd riflés, Privets Sokimur: volunt: rilv zdvsonced on ths” enemy-occupizd
building. .lthough undsr hervy mr.chine pistol fiTa, Brivato Sekimurr, utilizing
the cornur of = building for cov.r, succicded in throwing two Trogmontotion groncdes
inte the shomy-occupizd position, wounding three, ctusing ths abandonment of the ‘
struetur: by the aneny, ©nd thercby contributad immsssur+bly to th: subssquant
occup-tion of ths town. IBntersd the ssrvice fron Hilo, Hrwnii, 'Territory of
Hewnii. :

’

3¢

IV —— /ML.RD OF THT BhUlLZ ST.R MiD/L. By diractior of th. President, undor ths
provisions of .rmy «ecgulitions 600-45, 22 S:ptombor 1943, s sm:nded the Bronze
Star lisd:«1 is sworded by the iLrmy Group Cormander to the following named indivi-
du=ls: .

ROBIRT M. OKITA, 39914554, Technicicn Fourth Grede, Hszdqu-rtors Conpeny,
Sacond Brttalion, ¥k InTrntry Reginsnt, for haroic ~chievement in comb~t, on
20 Octobur 1944, in th> vicinity of Bruy:rss, Fraoncoe. During =n rttock on cnemy
positions by two of thu battalion's comprnies, ~ll wire communicctions wsrs cut
by the cnemy barragss, lsrving enly the radio, opercted by Sergsrnt Lkite, o8 =
means of couteet botween thoe two compznizs. Despite the heavy ensemy firs which
was dirseted in his immadisto vieinity, Scresoeant ikite stubbornly remaincd at
his post and was dircetly responsiblc for the excellont coordinetion of the two
~ttacking units., Enterzd the service from Selt Lake City, Uteah,

TEOIAS R. KINCH, M 106249, Privete, Conecdisn ~-my, Fourth Comnesny, Sacond
Rogiment, #3%¢ Spocinl Ssrviee Yores, for hercic achisvoment in action ageinst the
srory, neer Valmontone, Italy, on 29-30 liny 1944, Proventoed by cnony outposts
ard patrols from compluting o night mission of obtaining wvitel enery intslligence,
Privetcs Kinch voluntesrsd to romain with his leadsr, hide in = eighbeoring whoat-
ficld during the day, and return with tho i3cessary informetion the following night.
L1though subjzetad to enocmy, s wall as friendly artillory fire during the ontirs
dey, he romrined with his group, roturning the following night with informetion
which prevented en LSy countor-attack wnd =lso v eri=lly aided in his unit's
offensive ngrinst tiw cnomy. antered the servics fron <dmondton, ilberta, Ceneda.

V —— /J/.RD OF THE SZCO'D OLK Li.F CLUSTIR TO Tis LIR MIW.L. By dirzction of tha
Prisident, under tho provisions of /.rmy s3gulations 800~45, 22 Septomber 1943, as
amended, the Second Osk Loaf Cluster. to.tho Lir lizdel is-ewardod by the Lrmy Group
Commarder to tho following nemod individusl, for nsritorious ~2¢hisverient whileo
perticipating in narisl flight:
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