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COMPANY "A" 100TH RATTALION /42D INFANTRY
APO 758, U. S. ARMY

26 October 1944

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award.

TO : Commanding General, Seventh Army (Thru: Commanding Officer,
L423 Infantry Regiment.)

1. Under the provisions of Army Regulatioms 600-45, as amended, it is
recommended that TOKUO AZEKA, 39081532, Technieian 5th grade, Company A, 100th
Battalion, 442d Infantry Regiment, be awarded the Bronze Star for valorous
conduet in combat,

2. On 22 October 1944, two hours after the town of Belmont, Franee was
captured, the third platoon of Company A, 100th Battalion, which was then a
part of the task force that entered Relmont, was assigned the mission of
establishing a route to the portion of the 100th Battalion believed entrapned

in the vieinity of Biffontaine For this mission the nlatoon was given the
aid of five light tanke and moumting them, they started out from Belmont on a
mountain trail leading to Biffontaine. About 1500 yards out of Relmont, they
encountered heavy enemy small arms fire from well dug-in positions on hoth
sides of the trail. The platoon could have dismounted at this point, but they
chose to remain on the tanks and rode through a hail of fire ineluding rifle,
machine gun and other automatic arms fire, bazooka and anti-tank grenades,
Technician 5th grade Azeka and the other men in the platoon, despite intense
enemy fire, manned their individual arme and the machine gung on the tanks'
turrets and returned fire ac hest they could In the fire-fight that lasted
for a distance of a half-a-mile, in which four of our men were knocked off

the tanks by enemy fire, considerable casualties were inflicted on the
enemy. The courageous action of Techniecian 5th grade and his comrades in
neutralizing a consideratle portion of the intense enemy fire, enabled the
tanks to reach friendly forces with its crew intact When the trail became
too narrow for tanks, the platoon dismounted and plodded on on foot late into
the night, stubbornly determined to establish the all-important contact with
the encireled forces of its unit The subseouent establishment of contact
between the hesieged forces and the rest of the Battalion may be credited to
Teehnician 5th grade and the rest of the platoon who traved noint-blank enemy
fire to reach their objective,

3. The following information is submitted:

a. Character of terrain: Wooded trail.

b. Hostile observation: Excellent- our troons on tanks in full view
of the enemy in well dug-in positions on hoth sides of trail.

e. Visibility: Good during day: Poor at night,

d. Character of ememy fire: Machine gun, rifle, machine pistol,
bazooka, and anti-tank grenades.

e. Morale of our troops: Excellent: Of the enemy: Good

f. Effects of deed: Fstahlished vital contact between entrapped forces

and its uvnit
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4. I have personal knowledge of this deed.

5. Rank and organization at the time of the imeident: Technician 5th
grade, Company A 100th Battalion, 442d Infantry Regiment
Rank and organization at the present time: Same.

6., The entire subseouent service of Technician 5th grade Azeka has been
honorable,

7. Previous awards: None.

8, TOKUO AZEKA, Technician 5th grade, 39021538, Company A, 100th
Battalion, 4423 Infantry Regiment. TFor valorous conduct in eombat. When the
third platoon of Company A was assigned the mission of establishing contact
with some forces of the 100th Battalion believed to be entrapped in the
viecinity of Biffontaine, Techniecian 5th grade Azeka and his comrades mounted
the five light tanks assigned them for the hazardous mission and started for
their objective. Encountering a hail of enemy fire including rifle, auto-
matie arme and bazooka fire and anti-tank grenades from well dug-in positions
on both sides of the trail, Technician 5th grade Azeka and the rest of the
platoon fearlessly returned fire with their individual weapons and the machine
guns emplaced on the tanks, thus neutralizing a considerable portion of the
concentrated fire and enabling the tanks to reach friendly forces. Technician
5th grade Azeka's comspicuous gallantry, fearless determination and disregard
for personal safety which contributed immeasurably to the subsecuent establish-
ment of the vital contact between the Battalion and its encircled forces, re-
flect eredit on the Armed Forees of the United States. Entered military
service from Modesto, California.
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DAVID NOVACK

2d t, Infantry
Platoon Leader

1st Ind. SK/s
Company A, 100th Bm 4424 Inf, APO 758, U.S Army 26 October 1944.

To: Commanding Officer, 100th Bn 4424 Inf.
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““ SADAMI KATAHARA
1st Lt, Infantry
Commanding.
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2d Ind, : GS/s
Hg 100th Bn 4424 Inf Regt, APO 752, U. S Army 27 October 1944.

To: Commanding Officer, 442d Infantry Regiment

Approved,
,«iﬁéizzi::;c/’/ ' '¢522
GRDON SINGLES
Lt Col, Infantry
Commanding.
201 - Azeka, Tokuo (Enl) 3d Ind. CWP/gjt

HEADQUARTERS 442D REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM, APO 758, U.S. Army,
24 November 1944,

To: Commanding General, 44th A.A.A. Brigade, APO 758,

U.S. Army,
Approved, .
. ///C . ’ —:‘M—&D
C. W, PENCE,
Colonel, 442d Infantry,
Commanding.
200,6- Azeka, Tokuo (Znl) 4th Ind. RCT/gtw
HEADQUARTERS, 4A4TH AAA BRIGADE, APO 758, U, 3. Ammy, 30 November 194/,
TO: Commanding General, Sixth Army Group, AP@ 23, drmy.//g\\\\x
N \
Approved, /
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RALPH C. TOBIN,
Brigadier General, USA,
Commanding,
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TOKUO A%ZIiKA, 39081538, Technician Fifth Grade, Company A", 100th Bat-
talion, 44.d Infaatry negiment, for heroic achisvement on 22 Octobsr 1944.
Directed to establish contact with elements of their battslion entrapped in the
vieinlty of Biffontaine, France, Technician Fifth Grede Azeka snd his comrades
started for their objective mounted on five light tenks. Lncountering a hail of
fire from well dug-in enemy positions on the road, Teehniclan Fifth Grade Azeks
and the rest of the platoon fearlessly resisted with their individusl WesE DONS
and the machine guns empiuced on the tanks, neutralized & considerable sortion
of the concentrated fire and eanabled the tanks to reszch friendly forees, 3By his
heroie disregerd for personal sefely, Techalcian Fifth Urade Aszeka contributed
iMmeasurably to the subsequent attainmeant of the objective and reflsets honor
uzon the Ynited States Army,., Entered the service from Modesto, Cailfornis,
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